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Mayor looks back on a
successful year

< Happy New Year from
your City of Hoquiam. |
have never been afraid
to borrow others' mar -

keting ideas. My favor-
ite that | use over and over that is very
appropriate to Hoquiam is the old Avis
Rent-a-Car motto: "We try harder!"
Like Avis comparing itself to a larger
company (Hertz) I like to use it

when comparing ourselves to larger
communities in Western Washington.
When you look at our history of build-
ing and maintaining schools, facilities,
or historic treasures like the 7th Street
Theatre, we can all be very proud of
what our community has done for
many decades - through good times
and bad.

At the City of Hoquiam, our trying
harder has reaped some awards: an
AWC Municipal Excellence Award for
our train station restoration, the pres-
tigious Smart Communities award by
Governor Gregoire for our multi-year
effort to develop a new Comprehensive
Land Use Plan, our designation as one
of the few cities in the state of Wash-
ington as a Tree City USA, a Govern-
ment Finance Officers' award for the
quality of our budget document and
two year budget process, and others.

We have also tried harder during
the past year to meet the goals set out
by our Hometown Hoquiam process:
abating nuisance structures and aban-
doned cars from our neighbor-
hoods, obtaining grant money to re-
place many downtown sidewalks and
install new lighting, installing nearly
2000’ of sidewalks in partnership with
residential property owners, and con-
tinuing to be active in economic devel-
opment through our partnership with
the Port of Grays Harbor and the Ho-
guiam Business Association.
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Photo by Police Chief Jeff Mye
Officer David Blundred is sworn in at a City Council meeting by Mayor Jack Durney.

Our partnership with the Hoquiam

School District has gained some side- INSIDE THIS ISSUE.

walk improvements near schools as

well as increased police patrols in Mayords Message 1
cross walk areas to assure pedestrian

safety. A very recent financial part- Polson Museum Railroad Camp 2
nership with the school dis- — - -

trict proposed by our Finance Director | Water Transmission Main Project 2
Mike Folkers allowed us to purchase ) )

bonds from the District for the middle Tribute to Lakewood Officers 3
school remodeling project. We are EMS Levy: A brief history 3

charging them less interest on the

money they need for the project and EMS Levy on February ballot 4
in turn they are paying us more inter-

est on our various reserves than we
would otherwise have made.

As we look back at 2009, we see a

lot of progress in many areas, but go- tw
ing forward, we will try even harder to ¢ .
make you proud of your home- tdef m
town. As always, | welcome your ha'

L]
thoughts and suggestions at ﬁoq‘\l‘.ax
mayor@cityofhoguiam.com or by call-
ing me at 580-9856. All of the em-
ployees, elected officials and volun-
teers of the City of Hoquiam wish you
a very happy New Yearl!!
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Polson Museum Railroad Camp Capital Campaign Under Way

By John Larson, Director

As most citizens of Hoquiam know,
the Polson Museum embarked on the
beginning phase of construction of our
long awaited Railroad Camp this past
year. As one of the most ambitious
projects in our museum's history, the

camp's dramatic new exhibition spaces
promise to delight, entertain, and edu-
cate with first class displays of our re-
gion's rich logging and sawmilling his-
tory.

Through grant writing efforts and
several key individual donations, we
have raised and invested over

$850,000 to complete Railroad
Camp's design and finish constructing
the campbés Locomot
In October, the Polson kicked off a
Capital Campaign requesting the sup-
port of individuals and businesses to
help raise the additional funding to
complete the project. Through this

campaign and future grants, we need
to raise an additional $450,000. Elec-
trical systems, lighting, surface treat-
ments, landscaping, boardwalks, sign-
age, artifact restoration and exhibit
fabrication, as well as Railroad Camp's
second building i the Dolbeer Donkey
Shedi remain to be completed.

An important aspect of our pro-

ject is its value to the Harbor i and

i the state i as a new heritage tour-
ism destination. Given its location
along U.S. Highway 101, Railroad
Camp will serve as an educational
gateway for travelers heading to
and from the ocean beaches and
the Olympic Peninsula. Offering visi-
tors new, quality experiences is cru-
cial to the state and local economy.
Just as importantly, we hope to at-
tract more of our core audience i
the residents of Grays Harbor.

We invite you to stop by the
Polson in the coming year to take a
closer look at Railroad Camp as it
continues to take shape. We also
ask that you call, write, or e -mail to
request information on how you can
make a donation in support of the
project and put your name on our
permanent donor wall. No contri-
bution is too small, and every con-
tribution matters. Your support to
preserve the past is truly an invest-
ment in Grays Harbor's future.

Polson Museum
P.O. Box 432
1611 Riverside Ave.
Hoquiam, WA 98550
www.polsonmuseum.org
360.533.5862

Water Transmission Main Replacement Project

By Brian Shay, City Administrator

The City of Hoquiam has started
the initial design and environmental
work associated with the Water
Transmission Main Replacement Pro-
ject. The Cityds drin
from Davis Creek and the West Fork
of the Hoquiam River. Once the wa-
ter is purified at our water treatment
plant, it is piped six miles to Hoquiam
through a transmission main along SR
101 that is over 50 years old and in
need of replacement. The transmis-

sion pipeline is the only link between
the water source and our customers.

The first phase of the project is
being funded with revenues from the
Watershed Fund specifically saved for
thie grojeat avierehe last 20me s
years. Future phases, including con-
struction, will likely be implemented in
1- to 2-mile segments of the 6-mile
pipeline over several years as the City
aggressively pursues grant and loan
funding opportunities.

During the next several months,
expect to see surveyors and other
technical field staff on-site along SR
101 gathering field data necessary
for the design and permitting. This
project is critical to our water sys-
tem infrastructure and the City is
working hard to ensure continued
reliability and quality drinking water
now and for future genera-
tions. For more information please
contact the public works depart-
ment.




