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Hoquiam Mayor has
something to be proud of

Last week, I attended
the Mayors and
Managers Summit in
Redmond in which
mayors, city managers,
and city administrators get together
twice a year to discuss common is-
sues. Needless to say, the recession
and the impact of reduced tax revenues
to cities is the topic of conversa-
tion. Whether the economy is up or
down, we must still provide clean water,
get rid of waste and storm water, main-
tain streets and sidewalks, provide po-
lice/court and fire/life safety services,
abate property and animal nui-
sances, plan, manage the public's
money, and provide facilities and staff-
ing for recreation programs and com-
munity events.

Each city spoke on their own situa-
tion and the extent of layoffs and ser-
vice cutbacks necessitated by the econ-
omy. When it came my turn, I did not
have the deer-in-the-headlights look as
most of my peers did. I spoke about the
fact that unlike any other city, county,
or school district I could think of, we
had actually added to staff (one fire-
fighter/paramedic partially funded by a
grant), had $2.5 million in the bank in
reserve, and were aggressively working
on bringing new business to Hoquiam
and growing the ones we already have.

As I have told the City Coun-
cil, staff, and any other groups who will
listen, when an organization is focused
on survival and reducing services, it is
not focused on preparing for a "new
future" as we are in Hoquiam. We will
continue to be cautious in what we take
on but we aren't the least bit bashful
about "pushing the envelope" when the
opportunity arises.

Crowds line the streets for the annual Logger’s Playday Parade in downtown Hoquiam.

Because of the support of a caring
and diligent City Council, hard work-
ing professional employees,
and citizens who believe
in volunteering in so many
ways, Hometown Hoquiam is a won-
derful place to live and do business.

We are looking forward to the
opening of a Seattle’s Best Coffee in
the LaVogue building, an art studio
and wine tasting shop on Sumner,
and a new women's clothing store in
the 7th Street Theatre building.

It is an honor for all of us to '

serve. As you read about the many
things happening in Hoquiam in this
and other newsletters, I am sure you
will agree that we have a lot to be
proud of. As always, I welcome your
thoughts and questions. My email is
mayor@cityofhoguiam.com and my
phone is 580-9856.

Photo by Mickey Thurman
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Mayor’s Message 1
Hoquiam Rain Festival and Art About 2
Urban Chickens 2
Hoquiam Rain Festival and Art About 2
Fiscal Impacts of I-1033 2
Haunted Hoquiam 3
Coastal Animal Rescue and Adoption 3
English Ivy Removal 3
Downtown Sidewalk Project 4

WWW.CITYOFHOQUIAM.COM



mailto:mayor@cityofhoquiam.com

Hoquiam Rain Festival and Art About
By Carrie Larson—Harbor Art Guild

The Harbor Art Guild, in conjunc-
tion with the Hoquiam Business Asso-
ciation, presents the second annual
Art-About and Rain Festival on Octo-
ber 23 from 2 pm to 8 pm, and Octo-
ber 24, from 10 am to 6 pm.

Local artists will display their work
at various Hoquiam businesses and
organizations, including 7-Eleven, 7
St. Sweet Shoppe, Ace Electric, Alex-
ander’s Grill, Anchor Bank, Bank of
the Pacific, Durney Insurance, Ho-
quiam Senior Center, Levee Lumber,
McHugh’s Ken Schoenfeld Furniture,
QD Uniforms, Silver Pony, Six Rivers
Gallery, Swanson'’s, Timberland Bank,
and U.S. Bank. The Taste of Art gal-

lery, Grays Harbor Community Foun-
dation, Public Market, The Building
and Polson Museum are also affiliated
with the tour.

The 7™ St. Theatre’s former Sweet
Shoppe will serve as headquarters for
this event, where maps detailing the
art walk’s participating artists and
venues (along with their open hours)
will be provided. During the festivi-
ties, music and refreshments, along
with limited shuttle bus service, will
also be available.

Saturday’s inaugural Rain Festival,
also headquartered on 7™ Street, will
add to the fun. From 10am-4pm
Lion’s Club Members will be out in

force, selling their Rain Derby tick-
ets. The City of Hoquiam is sponsor-
ing a Mud Puddle Run, with 2 mile,
5K and 10K races.

Registration begins at 8:30am and
run time is 9:30am. High noon
marks the start of the Rain Gear &
Umbrella Parade, an informal march
from K Street to Simpson with a
bring-your-own ensemble theme,
although Census 2010 is providing
free umbrellas to the first 400 Rain
Festival visitors. From 1pm-4pm,
Alexander’s Grill hosts “A Taste of
Rain,” a wine and food event. The
day wraps up with the Rotary Club’s
Casino Night at the Elks, beginning
at 6pm.

Fiscal Impacts of Initiative 1033

By Mike Folkers—Finance Director

The Washington Secretary of State
has certified Initiative No. 1033 ("I-
1033") for the November 2009 bal-
lot. If I-1033 passes in November, it
would limit the growth of state, county
and city “general fund” revenues re-
ceived from taxes, fees, and other
charges not expressly approved by the
voters. After an adjustment based on
the annual inflation rate plus popula-
tion growth, the measure would return
the “excess revenue” for city, county
and state governments via lower prop-
erty taxes.

1-1033 would apply to general fund
revenues, commencing with general
fund revenues received in 2010 with
the limit set at the 2009 level. 1I-1033
applies only to the state, counties and
cities, and would not directly apply to
ports, public utility districts, transit dis-
tricts, and other governmental entities.
The Washington State Office of Finan-
cial Management estimates that this
initiative will reduce state general fund
revenues that support education; so-

cial, health and environmental ser-
vices; and general government activi-
ties by $5.9 billion by 2015. The ini-
tiative also reduces general fund reve-
nues that support public safety, parks,
and library infrastructure in the City of
Hoquiam by an estimated $450,000
by 2015. Each of these services
would have to be reduced and or
eliminated in order to balance the
effects of this initiative. This initiative
does result in the reduction of the
property tax bill that an average
homeowner would pay to the City of
Hoquiam by an estimated $13 per
year.

The City of Hoquiam will also incur
costs to implement the initiative to
modify accounting systems to identify
and track revenues subject to the
general fund limit.

*The City Council passed a resolution ex-
pressing its opposition to Initiative 1033. The
resolution stated that “the Initiative, if ap-
proved will dramatically reduce available reve-
nues,” and "will significantly impact the ability
of the City of Hogquiam to provide police and
fire services to its citizens, as well as other

services that rely upon the City's General fund.”

The Hoquiam City Council meets
the 2nd and 4th Monday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers, 609 8th St.
Hoquiam City Hall (second floor)

City Hall is open
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm
For customer convenience, drop
boxes for payments are located out-
side the front door of City Hall as
well as in the alley behind City Hall

Urban Chickens

By Alissa Thurman—City Planner

On Monday October 12th the
City Council voted to adopt new
rules relating to domestic fowl. The
ordinance will go into effect at the
beginning of next year. The new
rules put a limit on the number of
domestic fowl at 8 hens per house-
hold, and 12 on half acre lots or
larger. Setback limits from other
buildings were reduced from 50 feet
to 10 feet. This makes it possible
for many of our homeowners to
raise chickens in our city limits

These new rules are part of the
Sustainable Hoquiam effort, and
help encourage our local families to
raise their own food for their fami-
lies while maintaining the character
of our neighborhoods. Hoquiam's
new ordinance is one of the most
“chicken friendly” ordinances of any
city in the state. We recognize the
importance of facilitating local food
sources. The new “urban chicken”
rules, coupled with our Community
Garden efforts, will ensure that our
residents will be able to continue to
live a Healthy Hoquiam Lifestyle.

For more information regarding
the ordinance please contact Brian
Shay at 532-5700 ext. 243
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By Alyssa Wood—AmeriCorps

The Coastal Animal Rescue and Adoption Center
(C.ARR.A) is dedicated to stopping euthanasia of un-
claimed, healthy, adoptable dogs and cats in Grays Harbor.
They have an appointed board that oversees the program
and adoption of the animals as well as coordinates the
spaying and neutering of all animals before adoption. Stray
animals brought to the attention of C.A.R.A. are assessed
and evaluated, spayed or neutered and then placed with
one of the many loving, caring foster families in the area
until they can adopt them out to their new families.
C.A.R.A. also developed a trap-neuter-release program to
spay or neuter feral cats in the area.

One of the biggest problems in the County is overpopu-
lation. In the summer of 2009 over 300 feral cats were
captured, spayed/neutered and adopted out or released in
Grays Harbor. C.A.R.A. utilizes petfinder.com where they
post pictures and information on all available adoptees. To
find out what animals are available through C.A.R.A. pro-
spective families can go to www.petfinder.com/shelters/
WA406.html. For more information on C.A.R.A., or to vol-
unteer as a foster parent or to make a donation to the no-
kill shelter, email C.A.R.A. at caraghc@live.com.

The vision that brought this group together was the
desire to build a no kill shelter facility in the County.
Through continued fund raising efforts and support of vari-
ous groups they hope to see this vision as a reality some-
day. One of the groups supporting this vision was the City
of Hoquiam AmeriCorps team. As a service group, they
chose to support C.A.R.A. as one of their service projects.

By Alissa Thurman—City Planner
There is an aggressive green alien
lurking in our forests, parks and even
our own backyards. It's called English
Ivy, and it is from our own planet
Earth. English ivy is a very invasive
species that kills trees, smothers na-
tive ground habitat, and disrupts the
ecological function of our natural ar-

Coastal Animal Rescue and Adoption: A Different Solution

To see the reality of a shelter, C.A.R.A. not only needs
to find a piece of property that they can call home, but
will also need to be able to build the shelter and equip
the shelter with all of the items necessary to provide a
safe environment for their wards until their adoption
day. Until they have their shelter they will utilize their
vast network of foster families to care for the home-
less, abandoned or abused animals until they can be
placed with loving homes and families. ]

It is through the support of the many foster homes,
groups such as the AmeriCorps team, local businesses
such as Dennis and Company and Montesano Farm and
Feed who host adoption days, and local veterinarians
who donate their time and services at reduced rates,
that C.A.R.A. has been able to provide these services.
No kill programs have worked in other communities
throughout the United States and C.A.R.A. hopes that
by working closely with local animal control officers and
local city governments and veterinarians they will be
able to stop the euthanasia of healthy adoptable ani-
mals. If you would like to contact C.A.R.A. you can
utilize the email above or call 360-532-8563 or 360-593
-1633.

HAUNTED HOQUIAM
TRICK OR TREAT

Saturday October 3lst noon to 4 p.m.

Downtown Hoqguiam and Participating Businesses

Come join in the fun!

Hoquiam’s No lvy League |

volunteers have joined forces to begin
removal of this aggressive plant.
Please join us for a work party on *
Sunday November 8" at Elton
Bennett Nature Park to begin re- o
moval of this invasive species. The
work party will commence at 1 p.m.,
rain or shine. We encourage volunteers
to carpool or use alternative forms of
€as. transportation as parking is limited at

English Ivy Kills Trees:

Competes with trees for water
and nutrients

Covers bark and reduces its con-
tact with air

e Dense vines block light from
tree’s foliage

e Weight of vines causes prema-

The City of Hoquiam has recog-
nized the importance of protecting our
urban canopy by becoming a Tree City
USA. Aside from planting trees, one of
the important aspects of the program
is protecting our current forest re-
sources from dangers such as English
Ivy. One such urban forest is the Elton
Bennett Nature Park on Grand Ave.
This natural area is being overrun by
English Ivy, and our Urban Forestry
Advisory Board along with

the park. The City will supply the tools
if our community supplies the labor. It
is absolutely essential to wear gloves
and a long sleeve shirt, as contact with
ivy can cause a severe rash on your
skin.

How can you help? Do not plant
English Ivy on your property, remove
ivy from your property, talk with
neighbors about the problems with ivy,
and help remove ivy in public places.

ture toppling
Weight of vines increases storm
damage

Smothers deciduous understory
that recycles nutrients to the soil
around the tree
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Downtown Sidewalk Improvement Project Begins

Construction

By Brian Shay—City Administrator

Granite Construction began the
City of Hoquiam’s Downtown Pe-
destrian Safety Improvement Pro-
ject last week. The City of Ho-
quiam, in partnership with the
Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT), is install-
ing over three miles of new and
improved sidewalks that increase
safety and mobility for pedestrians,
while enhancing downtown revitali-
zation efforts in Hoquiam. While
the entire project totals $1.8 mil-
lion, the City of Hoquiam is only
funding $134,000 with the remain-
der of funding coming from federal
grants, WSDOT, and $22,500 from
the Hoquiam School District. For
the school district’s contribution,
new sidewalks will be constructed
serving Lincoln Elementary, the
Middle School and Hoquiam High
School.

In downtown, new sidewalks
will be constructed on parts of
Simpson, 6", 7", 8% and 9%,
Additionally, pedestrian safety
improvements will be made con-
necting the Riverside Dike to the
Riverside Bridge and at the inter-
section of Levee & 6™. Energy
efficient decorative street lighting
and new urban street trees will
be added to further enhance our
downtown.

WSDOT's project focus will
make sidewalk and ADA ramp
improvements from Myrtle Street
to Endresen Avenue and on SR
109 from Emerson Avenue to the
Simpson Avenue Bridge near 11%"
Street.

This project meets the goals
of Hometown Hoquiam and
Grays Harbor Vision 2020.

Funding for this project comes
from the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(federal stimulus). This funding
is helping WSDOT and the City
of Hoquiam deliver projects,
create jobs and help revitalize
the Grays Harbor economy.
The project is expected to sup-
port an estimated 15 direct and
indirect jobs.

WSDOT awarded the project
to Granite Construction in Sep-
tember. The project is sched-
uled for completion in March
2010. During the five months
of construction, pedestrians
should use extreme caution
while navigating around work
zones and over temporary
ramps and structures. Work
hours are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Thursday.

TENTATIVE
OCTOBER SCHEDULE

OCTOBER 20
Demolish sidewalk on
West 7th Street

OCTOBER 21
Demolish sidewalk on
East 8th and 9th Streets

OCTOBER 22
-Demolish sidewalk on
7th St and K St..

-Pour sidewalk on East
8th and 9th Streets

OCTOBER 23
Pour 7th St. and K St.
sidewalks

OCTOBER 26
6th St. sidewalk demoli-
tion

OCTOBER 29
Pour sidewalk on 6th St.,
Simpson Ave. and 7th St.
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