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Hoquiam: An Award -
Winning City

| am pleased to inform
our residents that the

City of Hoquiam re-
cently received three
statewide honors at the
2010 Association of
Washington Cities (AWC) Conference, a
feat only matched by two of the other
281 cities in Washington State.

Our Residential Sidewalk Partnership
Program won the Municipal Excellence
Award for the Best Public Works Project
and the Governords
Judges Merit Award. This is the second
year in a row that the City has received
both awards.

We are extremely proud of our
street department and public works
staff for implementing the Residential
Sidewalk Partnership Program which
improves the appearance of our neigh-
borhoods, enhances pedestrian safety
and promotes walking in accordance
with our Healthy Hoquiam Lifestyles
Initiatives. Since 2008, over 4,500 lineal
feet of sidewalk have been replaced,
not counting all of the new sidewalks
downtown.

For the first time, the City received
an AWC WellCity Award. Hoquiam was
one of only 35 cities that received
recognition for its workplace wellness
program. The WellCity Award recogniz-
es cities and towns that demonstrate
best practices in employee health pro-
motion. A city must meet the minimum
criteria in each of 9 WellCity standards
to receive the award.

Through our wellness program, the
City of Hoquiam initiated fithess pro-
grams such as the Biggest Loser, Active
for Life and lunch time riverfront walks,
coupled with nutritional and healthy
living education. Beginning in 2011,
programs that qualify for the WellCity
Award will earn a 2% premium discount
on our medical premiums.

In addition to these savings, our
goal in establishing a wellness pro-
gram was to encourage our employ-
ees to live healthy lifestyles, which
fits perfectly into the goals of the
Grays Harbor County Health Depart-
ment to improve the overall health
of Harbor residents. We are proud
of our staff for creating this program
and the efforts of our Wellness
Team to earn WellCity recognition.

Governor Gregoire was also re-
cently in Hoquiam to attend a ribbon
cutting ceremony at the Port of

take a scenic stroll along the River-
side Walkway, visit the Farmers Mar-
ket, enjoy the wading pool at Art
Pocklington Central Play Park, seeg
the new playground equipment and
restrooms at John Gable Park, take a
hike through Elton Bennett Park or
stroll along the Bowerman Basin
Boardwalk. Hoquiam has many out-
door and recreational opportunities
for your enjoyment. For more infor-

mation, please see our website or
contact our community services de-
partment.
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Grays Harborods Te
ment Project, which enlarged that
dock to accommodate larger Pana-
max vessels used by companies
such as Westway Terminals. During
her presentation, the Governor rec-
ognized Hoquiam and the Port for
our success and commitment to
community and economic develop-
ment. We really are leaders in the
State of WasMAKINGt
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Now that summer is finally here,
I hope you get the opportunity to

r

Photo by Molly Bold, Portrait Expressio

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

C

Mayor 6s Message 1
Development Reg. Changes 2
Downtown Historic Preservation Plan 2
Police Explorers 2
Summer festivals and activities 3
Safe biking tips 3
National Night Out 4




PageZ
Changes to Development Regulations Coming in Hoquiam
T

Last year the City of Hoquiam adopted a new Comprehensive
Land Use Plan. The Comprehensive Plan is the guiding policy doc-
ument for land use and zoning regulations in the City. Over the
past year City Staff and the Planning Commission have been work-
ing to revise Title 10: Land Development, which is the zoning ordi-
nance, to reflect the changes that were made in the Comprehen-
sive Plan.

There are several proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance,
Comprehensive Plan, and accompanying Future Land Use Map that
residents and property owners should make themselves aware of.
There wildl be major changes to
that will allow residences in Commercial Zones, particularly those
along Simpson and Sumner Avenues, to expand, build garages,
decks, etc. There will be a ne
will have guidelines for new development that are meant to help
spur downtown revitalization. Some of these elements include
minimum setbacks for new construction, awning guidelines, drive -
through restrictions, and a change in parking regulations that
would allow the developer to determine if parking is needed in a
new development downtown. A Waterfront Overlay District is pro-
posed that would allow a mix of uses along the waterfront and in
Industrial Zones. Additional requirements for new development
have been added, including landscaping standards, bicycle parking
standards, and a brand new sign ordinance.

Some areas of the City are proposed to have a different zoning
designation. A block near downtown at the corner of 6th and J
Streets that is currently zoned residential will be rezoned to Down-
town Commercial. An area in North Hoquiam that is now zoned
residential is proposed to be changed to Commercial. A map is
available online that shows which areas are proposed to be re-
zoned. A hard copy of the map is also available in the Public
Works office at City Hall.

Over the past few months the City has been working on a
Downtown Hoquiam Historic Preservation Plan in conjunction
with downtown property owners, the Historic Preservation Com-
mission, and BOLA Architecture + Planning. The Plan was made
possible through a grant from the Department of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation.

The goal of the plan is to identify the boundaries of a poten-
tial downtown historic district that would qualify for either Na-
tional Register or Local Register listing. Creation of a plan is the
first step in creating a historic district. The next step would be to
gohiheough a formal applitation procesg to designate thedistgyia
district. There are several benefits to designating a historic dis-
trict, a few of which include:

1 1 B&MpHoh<8m FEMA ABSFIdinGdgfationZ © M€ 0t A

9 Property tax incentives when 25% of the assessed value or
more is invested in the building.

{ Protection of the historic character of downtown.
9 Heritage tourism and increased recognition of downtown.

The Historic Preservation Commission has formally approved
the plan and forwarded a recommendation to the Planning Com-
mission. The Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on
the plan on Tuesday August 10th at 7:00 p.m. Residents, prop-
erty owners and the public are invited to attend to provide com-
ments. A draft of the plan and map of the historic district can be
found online at www.cityofhoguiam.com/planning/ .

If you have any questions about the Zoning Ordinance or
Downtown Historic Preservation Plan please contact Alissa Thur-
man, City Planner, at (360) 637-6011 or
athurman@cityofhoquiam.com.

Attention Homeowners:

Do you own a home that is 50 years of age or older? Has there been mini-
mal changes to the siding, windows and exterior of appearance of the
home? You may be eligible for the Hoquiam Register of Historic Places.

There are several benefits to nominating your home for the Historic Regis-

ter:

1 Homes on the Historic Register are exempt from FEMA floodplain reg-
ulations that require homes to be raised above the flood elevation
when making improvements that total over 50% of the assessed val-

ue.

1 When you invest more than 25% of the assessed value of your home
in repairs and upgrades you could be eligible for property tax incen-
tives. The value that you invest will be deducted from the assessed
value of the home and you will be taxed on the remaining value for a

period of 10 years.

1 The character of your historic home will be protected for future gener-

ations.

Your house doesnot need

6011 or athurman@cityofhoquiam.com.

t -lnowmn &igure in b
Hoquiam history in order to be placed on the Register. If you have ques-
tions about how to apply please contact Alissa Thurman at (360) 637 -

Police Explorers

The Hoquiam Police Department is cur-
rently accepting applications for the Po-
lice Explorers program. Applicants must
be 16-20 years of age, possess a valid
Washington State

pass a background check. Police Explor
ers participate in ride-alongs, assist with
community events, and participate in
Explorer competitions. It is a great way
for those interested in law enforcement

or criminal justice to learn about it first
hand. Applications can be picked up at
the Hoquiam Police Department. For
more information contact:

Officer David Peterson
dpeterson@cityofhoquiam.com

en owned by a well

Officer David Blundred:
dblundred@cityofhoquiam.com
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Summer fun in Hoquiam
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The Satsop River Rock Festival Reun-
ion will be held July 31, 2010 at Olympic
Stadium. It will be a full day of music for
everyone to enjoy. In addition to music
there will also be a BBQ competition and
vendor fair. Six finalists from the battle of
the bands held in May will open the day
and will be followed by the Grays Harbor All
-Stars, The American Night (tribute to the
Doors), Randy Hansen (tribute to Jimi Hen-
drix) and the headliner Wishbone Ash to
finish the evening. Tickets are available
online at www.satsopriver -

rockfestival.com and at the door.

The Annual Bluegrass Festival  will take
place at Olympic Stadium August 20-22,
2010. This festival brings Bluegrass and
Gospel music to life in our community and
has quite a following. August 19th kicks off
the event with a special gospel show held
at Cornerstone Church on Sumner Avenue.
Doors open at 6:00 and admission to the
show is free. We ask that those attending
bring a donation for the local food bank.
The festival at the Stadium opens on Au-
gust 20th with the bands taking the stage
at 6:00 p.m. Five great bands will play
throughout the evening. The line up this
year includes Not Easily Broken, Down the
Road, Black River, Ron Stanley and Jim
Little and Mission Mountain Trio. Saturday,
August 21st, gates open at 11:00 a.m. with
the opportunity to participate in several
different workshops with the band mem-
bers from banjo playing to the mandolin!
The Saturday show will begin at 2:00 p.m.
with the Friday bands playing as well as the
addition of Marilyn Kaye and Company.

Sunday morning the doors will open at
10:00 for a free gospel show for the pub-
lic. Cost for the event is $8.00 per show
and tickets will be available at the door.

The On Track Art Festival is scheduled
for August 28-29, 2010, on 8th and Lev-
ee Streets in downtown Hoquiam. Over
50 local and regional artists participate in
this two day outdoor event. Admission is
free and we encourage the public to
come down and take a look at the crea-
tions these talented artists bring to our
community. The festival allows only origi-
nal art, no commercial products are dis-
played or for sale. Artists range from
watercolor, acrylic, oil, woodturning,
glass blowing, metal art, sketching, and
some beautiful hand made jewelry. This
is a great opportunity for visitors to take
home an original work of art as well as
indulge in some great food from one of
the on-site vendors.

Loggers Playday will be held Septem-
ber 11th on 7th Street in downtown
Hoquiam. The morning begins with the
ever popular Rotary Breakfast. After fill-
ing up on this great food, visitors and
citizens can participate in the Reynvaan
Memorial 2 Mile, 5K or 10K race at 9:00
a.m. Registration for the race is open at
8:00 a.m. at the Hoquiam High School
track. The festival moves downtown to
the Vendor Fair on 7th Street which
opens at 10:00 a.m. and runs until 4:00
p.m. with the Elks Parade beginning at
12:00. The Logging Show ends the annu-
al event with the show beginning at 6:00

Through grant funds, the City of Hoquiam has installed brand new bathrooms and playground

eﬂuiement at John Gable Park. A skateboard Eark will be installed later this xear.

Olympic Stadium. This event has been
held for over 40 years in the City of
Hoquiam and is one that you don't want
to miss.

Five Steps to Safer Biking

Warm weather and no school means that
residents are out enjoying bike rides in
and around Hoquiam. Here are some tips
to keep riders safe this summer:

1. Follow the Rules of the Road
$ 5LGH ZLWK WUDIILF DQG
laws as motorists.
¥ 8VH WKH ULJKWPRVW OD
direction that you are traveling.

$t 2EH\ DOO WUDIILF FRQW
stop signs, lights, and lane markings.

T $O0zZD\V ORRN EDFN DQG
signals to indicate your intention to stop,
merge or turn.

2. Be Visible
¥ 5LGH ZKHUH GULYHUV FI
f :HDU EULJKWO\ FRORUH
times.

¥ $W QLIJKW XVH D ZKLWH
rear light or reflector. Wear reflective

tape or clothing.

3. Be Predictable
f 5LGH LQ D VWUDLJKW O
between parked cars.

f ODNH H\H FRQWDFW ZLW
them know you are there.

I 'R QRW ULGH RQ WKH VL

4. Anticipate Conflicts
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¥ %H DZDUH RI WUDIILF DYUYRXQG

prepared to take evasive action.

1 /HDUQ EUDNLQJ DQG WX
avoid crashes.

f %H H{WUD DOHUW DW LQ

5. Wear a Helmet
I ODNH VXUH WKDW WKH K
your head, not tipped back or forward.
f $IWHU D FUDVK RU DQ\ L
your helmet, visible or not, replace it im-
mediately.

Summer bike riding ideas:

i Ride your bike to the store.

Commute to work on your bike once
a week, or more!

9 Ride your bike to a GH Bearcats
game at Olympic Stadium.

9 Take your bike to one of our upcom-
ing summer festivals!
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