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Healthy Hoquiam  
recreational opportunities  

                      Warmer weather is fi -      

           nally here and I am 

           pleased to let you know 
           that there are several 

           opportunities for out -
           door recreation here in 

Hometown Hoquiam.   

     For those who like to walk, jog or 
bike, we have lots of scenic areas to 

enjoy throughout the City.  Options 

include the new interpretive walking 
trails in Elton Bennett Park, the two 

mile boardwalk at Bowerman Basin, the 
one mile waterfront trail at the mouth 

of the Hoquiam River near the Train 
Depot, the two mile Hoquiam River 

Walk between the two bridges and the 

hillside trails above the Polson Museum. 

     Throughout the City, you likely have 

noticed miles of new sidewalks that 

have been constructed over the last 
year.  The City has been replacing side-

walks to improve pedestrian safety and 
to encourage individuals and families to 

get exercise everyday.  While this pro-
ject was long overdue and will take 

many more years to finish, we are 

making significant strides to build a 
walkable community. 

     Earlier this year, the Grays Harbor 

Health Department published disturbing 
statistics about the health of our citi-

zens in Grays Harbor.  At the City, we 
are committed to promoting Healthy 

Hoquiam by giving citizens opportuni-

ties to increase their physical activities 
and establishing habits towards being 

active for life.  

     For those who enjoy exercise 
through gardening, the Hoquiam Com-

munity Garden still has a few openings 
left.  If you are interested in planting 

flowers, fruits or vegetables, please 
contact Tracy Wood at 637-6040 to 

purchase your plot today.  The garden 

not only provides a great opportunity 
for physical activity, but itôs a great 

place to meet your friends and neigh-

bors. 

     If boating or being on the water is 

your favorite form of outdoor enjoy-

ment, Hoquiam has three boat 
launches that provide recreational 

access for kayakers, boaters, or fish-
erman.  The boat launches are locat-

ed on Endresen, Levee and 28th 
Streets. 

     For our children and youth, the 

City will again have the summer parks 
and recreation program at Art Pock-

lington Central Play Park starting in 

June.  Please see our website 
www.cityofhoquiam.com or contact 

Tracy Wood about the specific pro-
grams available for children.  In addi-

tion to these recreation programs, the 

City is installing new playground 
equipment at John Gable Park and 

Ritchie Park this summer. 

     If you have ideas or suggestions 

on how to make Hoquiam a healthier 

place to live, please let us know.  We 
welcome your feedback. 
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City employees are shown utilizing their lunch break to do the two mile òHoquiam River-

walkó as part of the Wellness program. Local employees and citizens are encouraged to 

join the staff on their walk, which takes place every Wednesday at noon. 
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     Do you like Country Music?  How about Classic Rock and 
Roll?  Do you enjoy Blue Grass?  What about local rock and 

roll bands?  If any of these styles or genres of music excite 

you, we have an event for you right here in Hometown 
Hoquiam. 

     Country music recording star Tracy Lawrence who has 
eight number one singles, including ñFind Out Who Your 

Friends Are,ò is performing at the 7th Street Theatre on May 

29th.  Tickets are available at brownpapertickets.com.  Also 
performing that weekend at the 7 th Street Theatre on May 

27th and 28 th are 10 local bands competing for the grand 
prize of $1,000 and the opportunity to play on the center 

stage at the Satsop River Rock Festival on July 31st at Olym-

pic Stadium.  The Satsop River Rock Festival features Wish-
bone Ash, Eric Burdon, a tribute to Jimmy Hendrix, a tribute 

to the Doors and other local bands.  Tickets are on sale 
now at satsopriverrockfestival.com.  In addition to all the 

great music, the Satsop River Rock Festival includes a local 
barbecue competition, food vendors and other family activi-

ties.  For information about the Battle of the Bands or the 

Satsop River Rock Festival, please visit their website above. 

     The City of Hoquiamôs annual Bluegrass Festival is slated 

for August 20-22 at Olympic Stadium.  This is a great out-

door weekend event for the whole family to enjoy. Food 
concessions are available as well as dry camping for those 

wishing to come for the weekend in their RVôs.  For more 
i n f o rm a t io n  p le as e  s ee  o u r  we b s i t e  a t 

www.cityofhoquiam.com. 

Major Music Shows Rock Hoquiam  Downtown Historic Preservation Plan  

     Each year the Department of Archaeology and Histor-

ic Preservation makes grant funds available to communi-
ties who are a Certified Local Government. A Certified 

Local Government is certified by the National Parks Ser-
vice and has its own historic preservation ordinance, 

maintains a local register of historic places, and has a 

Commission that is qualified to review applications. The 
City of Hoquiam received Certified Local Government sta-

tus in 2007. 

     Last year the City applied for grant funding to hire a 

consultant to prepare a ñDowntown Historic Preservation 

Plan.ò The goal of this plan would be to determine the 
boundaries of a potential historic district downtown, and 

to set preservation goals for our community. We suc-
ceeded in obtaining the grant and have hired BOLA Archi-

tecture and Planning to conduct the study for us.  

     There are several benefits to designating a historic 
district, including floodplain exemptions, property tax 

incentives, and federal tax incentives. There is also the 

potential for increased heritage tourism to our down-
town. 

     As we move forward we are interested in hearing 
from property owners, business owners, and members of 

the community to gain their feedback about this project. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the poten-
tial designation of a historic district in downtown please 

contact City Planner Alissa Thurman at (360) 637-6011 or 
athurman@cityofhoquiam.com.  

From left: Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator Al Gregory, USDA 
Rural Development Community 
Programs Director Peter McMillin, 
USDA Community Programs Spe-
cialist Debbie Harper, City Adminis-
trator Brian Shay, Congressman 
Norm Dicks and Mayor Jack Dur-
ney pose for a photo by the Cityôs 
wastewater treatment biosolid 
lagoon. The USDA is funding a 
loan for the City to remove biosol-
ids from the aging lagoon and 
modify it for todayôs needs. The $9 
million loan was made possible 
through Federal Stimulus Package 
funding. Congressman Norm Dicks 
also visited the Hoquiam River Rail 
Bridge where he and the City of 
Hoquiam are responsible for ob-
taining $300,000 in funding from 
the federal government in order to 
repair the bridge that was dam-
aged during a winter storm which 
will ensure that industrial property 
west of the Hoquiam River has 
continued access to rail. 
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